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Governor Mike Parson issued a 
statewide proclamation declaring 
April as the Month of the Military 
Child on Monday, March 22, at the 
Waynesville Career Center. 

Missouri Commissioner of 
Education Dr. Margie Vandeven, 
Commanding General of Fort Leonard 
Wood Maj. Gen. James Bonner 
and Waynesville Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Brian Henry also spoke 
at the proclamation event. State Rep. 
Bill Hardwick also presented a state 
resolution in recognition of April as 
the Month of the Military Child.

Governor: April is Month of the Military Child

Above top, Dr. Margie Vandeven 
and Maj. Gen. James Bonner. 
Above, Rep. Bill Hardwick. Dr. Brian 
Henry welcomes Governor and Mrs. 
Mike Parson and guests. 

Governor Parson gave a fistbump to each military child seated in the student section.

Waynesville R-VI Board of Education members, students, speakers and presenters.



Waynesville High School took 2nd place 
overall in sweepstakes points in the 2020-
21 MSHSAA District 6 Speech and Debate 
Tournament. WHS students have qualified for 
State in five categories. (Photos of the State 
competitors will be forthcoming.) In addition, 
the policy debate duo of Ryleigh Felty and Shane 
Sansom took 2nd place. 

“I am so proud of this team, especially the policy debate 
students; first because it takes tremendous courage to start 
up a policy program when there isn’t one currently in 
place; second, because our debate course curriculum does 
not include policy debate, so these kids have to learn the 
event, write arguments, and conduct research, and organize 
documents all year long, completely on their own time,” 
said Debate Coach Patrick Brooks. “That’s an impressive 
amount of dedication.”  

Brooks also thanked Kaylan Davis, assistant coach, for 
her lead role in this tournament. 

Debate takes 2nd overall in District 6 
The results include the following: 
• United States Extemporaneous Speaking,     

Mallorie Goodwin, took 1st place and is going to 
State

• Lincoln-Douglas Debate, Mallorie Goodwin took 
1st place and is going to State

• Public Forum Debate, Adam Freed and Aidan 
Ellefson took 2nd place and are going to State

• Radio Speaking, Grant Kindred took 3rd place and is going 
to State

• Prose Reading, Hannah Wolfe took 3rd place and is going to 
State

• Policy Debate, Ryleigh Felty and Shane Sansom took 2nd 
place 

• International Extemporaneous Speaking, Ryleigh Felty took 
3rd place

• Original Oratory, Ariana Bowers took 5th place
• Storytelling, Hannah Wolfe took 6th place 

Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent, praised East Elementary 
staff members during their Super Session on March 12 for: 

• maintaining seated school for 100% of the school year 
• bringing discipline referrals down by more than 70% 

from last year and using the 5-step discipline process, 
the Student Support Team and PBiS interventions

• continuing to implement Leader In Me
• creating and maintaining engaging extra-curricular clubs 

after school, including East Fliers Run Club, Art Club, 
Coding Club, Honor Choir and Robotics Club.

• nearing proficient or advanced (75% or above) on 21 
standards in grades K-5

• kindergartners and second graders 
making significant growth from 
benchmark 1 to benchmark 2 on 
the STAR reading assessment

• 1st graders and 5th graders meeting 
their goal (80% proficient or 
advanced) on STAR math test for 
benchmark 2

East Elementary staff members receive praise

WHS students 
have qualified 
for State in five 

categories.



Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent, receives his first 
dose of the COVID-19 vaccine on March 15 at East 
Elementary. Group 1B, Tier 3, which includes all 
educational staff in Missouri, opened on March 15 
and the Pulaski County Health Department made the 
vaccine available to Waynesville R-VI staff on that 
day. 

Isabella “Bella” Pondrom has signed to play softball with the St. 
Louis Community College Archers. In 2020, she pitched 95 innings, 
had 116 strikeouts with a 10-3 record on the mound. She received 
2nd Team All Conference Pitcher and 2nd Team All District Pitcher 
in a tough District 5. Pondrom also received 2019 2nd team All 
Conference and 1st Team All District Honors. In addition, Pondrom 
has maintained a 3.7 or higher GPA and received Academic All State 
Honors through her high school career. 

In the front row, she is pictured with her parents Aaron and Ann 
Pondrom and her brother Carter; and with coaches in the back, 
including WHS Assistant Coach Scott Turner, Travel Coach J.C. 
Holmes, Coach Michael Thompson, and WHS Head Coach Rochelle 
Maubach.  

Mike Freeman of Sellers-Sexton Ford Lincoln Mazda 
presented Mary Myers, a kindergarten teacher at East 
Elementary, with the Teacher of the Quarter Award for 
her project “Darling data with a destination” during the 
March 22 Waynesville R-VI Board of Education meeting. 

The Project Teach Award includes a $100 stipend 
from the dealership for the leadership project. Through 
the project, kindergartners are keeping leadership 
binders with data collected on their individual goals on 
color cardstock paper. Individual “brag tags” celebrate 
milestones.  

Pondrom signs to play 
collegiate softball 

Donna Zeigenbein was named the March Transportation 
Employee of the Month on March 22 during the Waynesville R-VI 
Board of Education meeting. She was recognized by Hilary Bales, 
assistant superintendent of personnel services, and Karl Wilking, 
director of transportation. 
 

Myers named Teacher 
of the Quarter 

Purple is the color for the Month of 
the Military Child and individuals are 
invited to wear purple on April 15 in 

support of military children. 


